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Copyright © by David C. Glenn 2009 

 
Which European built the first permanent residential structure in what 
was to become our present Clinton County? Was it Jean La Framboise 
on the lake shore in what was to become the Town of Chazy? 
 
Perhaps the first settler was Charles De Fredenburgh, also called 
Fredenburg or Count De Fredenburgh, who built on the bank of the 
Saranac River in what became the City of Plattsburgh. Maybe it was 
Jacques Rouse on the lake shore at the future site of the Village 
which was to bear his name, Rouses Point.  

 
Local histories yield several European settlers as contenders with La 
Framboise, De Fredenburg and Rouse being the ones most often 
mentioned. Other contenders are William Gilliland’s house on the south 
bank of the Salmon River at the south line of the future Town of 
Plattsburgh and William Hay on the lake shore in the future Town of 
Peru. 
 
Contending municipalities have, in the past, looked for the earliest 
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date possible often neglecting the historic record while accepting a 
“visit” as “settlement”. However, each of these claims must withstand 
the full scrutiny of the historic record. They will be examined in the 
order given: 
 

 La Framboise in the Town of Chazy near Lake Champlain. 
 De Fredenburgh on the Saranac River in the City of Plattsburgh.  
 Rouse on the shore of Lake Champlain at Rouses Point. 
 Gilliland at the Salmon River in the Town of Plattsburgh. 
 Hay on the shore of Lake Champlain in the Town of Peru. 
 

 Once a full examination of the record is completed, a date of first 
settlement will be determined and compared to the others. At that point 
I would invite any other historian, amateur or professional, to enter the 
fray and dispute the facts and interpretations or offer new proofs of 
earlier settlement. 

  
 

JEAN LA FRAMBOISE’S HOUSE, NEAR THE SHORE OF THE 
LAKE IN THE FUTURE TOWN OF CHAZY. 
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Nell Sullivan and David Martin make the claim that La Framboise was 
the first European settler in Clinton County in their wonderful book A 
History of the Town of Chazy published in 1970. The historic marker at 
Chazy Landing says the same. It proudly proclaims the location was the 
“1763 homestead site of Jean LaFramboise, first settler in Clinton 
County.” 
 
Where does La Framboise first appear in the historic record and 
what does that record say about him? 
 
The earliest record in existence for the history of our area is by 
Peter Sailly Palmer, a local Plattsburgh historian. He used the family 
records and diary of his grandfather Peter Sailly, an original settler 
of Plattsburgh, and other records no longer in existence.  Palmer’s 
seminal work History of Lake Champlain 1609-1814 was first 
published in 1853. It is the “Bible” for later historians. 
 
Palmer, at page 80, states "As early as 1763, one John La 
Frambois (sic), a native of Canada, accompanied by two men 
named Goude and Swarte, visited the shores of the lake and 
remained a short time in the present town of Chazy, Clinton County. 
La Frombois (sic) returned to Canada in 1768, and obtained 
permission from Francis McKay to settle on a tract which McKay 
pretended to claim…Under this license La Frombois (sic) took 
possession of what are now lots numbers seventy and seventy-two, 
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in Dean's Patent, and built a house on number seventy-two, where 
he remained until 1776, when he was driven off by the English and 
his house burned." Later at page 80 Palmer writes “After La 
Frombois's (sic) first visit, but before his actual location in 1768…”  
 
Another source which uses the 1763 date is French’s Gazetteer of 
the State of New York of 1860, at page 237, where it states in 
referring to Chazy Landing “the first settler was John LaTrombois 
(sic), who came to town in 1763.” French notes Palmer’s 1853 
History, page 80, as his source. The pertinent section of Palmer’s 
page 80 is given above and does not indicate a permanent 
settlement in 1763. The note that he came to town in 1763 is 
correct but not as a permanent settler. 
 
Coolidge, in The French Occupation of the Champlain Valley from 
1690 to 1759, first published in 1938 and republished in paperback 
in 1999, writes at page 109, a seigniory containing a portion of the 
future Town of Chazy was granted to Sieur Bedout November 1, 
1752 where La Frambois (sic) lived prior to 1763. Coolidge uses 
History of Lake Champlain by Crockett, 1909, as his source. 
Crockett, at his page 111, is almost an exact quote of the Palmer 
quoted above and does not say that La Framboise lived there prior 
to 1768, only that he visited in 1763. I believe Coolidge has 
incorrectly implied an earlier date from Crockett and Palmer. 
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Sullivan and Martin make the same error in A History of the town of 
Chazy at page 18 where they say “LaFramboise had settled in 1763 
by permission from Mackay, but did not continue long; he again 
settled in 1768…” and on page 20 where they say  
“… honor as the first permanent white settler of the town of Chazy 
and of Clinton County is given to a French Canadian, Jean Baptiste 
La Framboise, who, as has been noted, appeared in what is now 
Chazy as early as 1763…”   
 
Sullivan and Martin have changed Palmer’s description of La 
Framboise having “visited” and “remained a short time” in 1763 to 
saying he had “settled in 1763”. This is quite a historic jump and 
does not appear to be supported by the record. If this is so, then 
others, and there were many, who “visited” or “appeared”, hunted, or 
otherwise came through the area, who might equally lay claim to 
being the first settler. A hunting camp, “visit”, or “appearance” does 
not constitute a permanent settlement.  
 
My belief is La Framboise’s earliest permanent home other than a 
trading camp, "visit" or “appearance” was in 1768. It is confirmed by 
Palmer at page 80 where he says "After La Frombois's first visit, 
but before his actual location in 1768…” This implies, and to me 
confirms, that Palmer knew that La Framboise only visited from 1763 
to 1768 and finally located or built there in 1768. 
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Conclusion: La Framboise built his home and settled, near the lake 
shore in the future Town of Chazy in 1768, not 1763 as the historic 
marker says. 

 
 

CHARLES DE FREDENBURGH’S HOUSE, ON THE BANK OF THE 
SARANAC RIVER IN THE FUTURE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH. 

 
At the corner of Charlotte and Bridge Streets in the City is a marker 
that says the “First building erected in this settlement stood here in 
1767. It was the home of Count Charles De Fredenburgh.” 
 
Where does Count Charles De Fredenburgh, or any name variation 
thereof, appear in the historic record and what does that record say 
about him? 
 
As has been previously stated, Palmer’s History of Lake Champlain 
1609-1814, first published in 1853, is the earliest local history and is 
the base document for all later histories. Palmer states at page 80 
“…Charles de Fredenburgh, a needy German nobleman, who, in 
1766, had received from the English Government a warrant for thirty 
thousand acres of land, lying on the river Saranac, moved on to the 
tract and built a house and saw-mill there.”  
 
Local historians have accepted this statement as the basis for this 
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house being the first in the area and as early as 1767. Palmer, later 
in his 1871 Historical Sketch of Plattsburgh, writes that De 
Fredenburgh had several years prior to 1769 erected his dwelling 
house on the south bank of the Saranac River. Later in the same 
article, Palmer states “I have no data from which to ascertain the 
duration of De Fredenburgh’s residence, or the extent of 
improvements made by him.”  

 
There is no known proof of the 1766 date for De Fredenburgh 
receiving the 30,000 acres or building at the mouth of the Saranac 
River in 1767. In fact there is proof that these dates are incorrect. 
Four actions are listed in the NYS Archives, "Calendar of N.Y. 
Colonial Manuscripts Indorsed Land Papers 1643-1803" which 
concern De Fredenburgh. They are in chronological order:  
 

 August 19, 1767. Petition by Charles De Freidenburg (sic) 
and associates for 20,000 acres at Cumberland Bay.  

 January 27, 1768. Warrant of Survey for 20,000 acres at 
Cumberland Bay.  

 January 11, 1769. Mandamus of King, grant to Charles De 
Fredenburg (sic) 30,000 acres beginning opposite Valcour.  

 May 24, 1769. Warrant of De Freudenburg (sic) survey of 
30,000 acres at Saranac River and Cumberland Head.  

  
When did De Fredenburgh first come north to our area? Charles De 
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Fredenburgh is mentioned in the Sir William Johnson Papers in a 
November 2nd, 1765 letter from New York City as making a tour up 
the Mohawk River. By the 16th he is at Sir William Johnson’s home, 
Johnson Hall, on the Mohawk where he said he was interested in 
landholding on the Connecticut River. Perhaps this was where he 
first heard of the available lands on Lake Champlain. He left 
Johnson Hall November 22nd, 1765.  
 
It is unknown where he spent the winter of 1765-66, perhaps in 
Albany. The next time he appears in the record is in early 
September of 1766 when he was traveling north from Albany with a 
survey party to survey and set the border of New York and Quebec 
Provinces at the north end of Lake Champlain.  How do we know 
this?  
 
References to De Fredenburgh or Fredenburg about this time are in 
Willsborough Town=Book (sic), a journal kept by William Gilliland, or 
Will as he called himself, started in 1765 and continued into the 
1790’s.  Will described the survey trip. 
 
Gilliland writes that on September 2nd, 1766 he traveled from 
Willsborough to Fort George at the south end of Lake George to 
meet a group coming north from Albany.  This illustrious company, 
or Congress as Will called them, included Governor Henry  Moore of 
New York Province, General Carleton the Governor of Quebec 
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Province, Philip Schuyler a prominent Albany politician and land 
owner, Robert Harper acting as astronomer, Charles Fredenburg 
(sic) previously a Captain, and others.  
 
De Fredenburg, traveling without family, staff or workmen, must have 
been on his first trip to the area. Until this point in 1766 De 
Fredenburg had not asked or petitioned for the property, had not had 
it surveyed, or been granted the property by the King. It was on this 
voyage that he most likely discovered the land he petitioned for in 
August of 1767. In 1766 he certainly had not settled on, or built on 
any future Plattsburgh area property.   
 
A very detailed account of Count Charles De Fredenburg is found in 
the 1894 American Historical Register, pages 159-166, in an article 
titled “A Legend of the Saranac” by Hiram Walworth. In his account 
Walworth states that the approximately thirty year old De Fredenberg 
(sic) was in London in 1768. He was engaged to and intending to 
marry the twenty-one year old Mabel Fienes in the fall of 1769. A 
disagreement arose and the marriage did not take place. He then 
“announced his intention of leaving England and going to America to 
look after his land.” He arrived in Montreal in October of 1769. In 
May of 1770 he left Montreal with a party of workmen heading for 
his lands on the Saranac River where they constructed temporary 
huts. According to Walworth, De Fredenburgh soon thereafter 
constructed a dwelling for himself. 
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If this is true then De Fredenburgh was in America in 1765-66, in 
our area in 1766, but back in England in 1768-69. This leaves a 
window of 1767 for him to have come back and built his house. 
Nothing in the record substantiates this. Based on Walworth’s 
account, he was probably not in America between his trip with 
Gilliland in 1766 and his arrival in 1769. He came to this area only 
after the land was finally granted to him in January of 1769.  
 
Conclusion: This is another case where a provable error in the date 
of receiving the land and the acceptance of a “visit” as “settlement” 
have been used incorrectly to establish a date of first settlement. 
Based on Walworth, a more likely time for De Fredenburgh’s 
construction of a permanent home, on the south bank of the 
Saranac River in the future City of Plattsburgh is in the summer of 
1770, not 1767 as the historic marker indicates. 

 
JACQUES ROUSE’S HOUSE, ON THE LAKE SHORE IN THE 

FUTURE VILLAGE OF ROUSES POINT. 
 
Where does Jacques Rouse appear in the historic record and what 
does that record say about him? 
 
There are several conflicting dates given for Rouse moving to the 
future Village of Rouses Point. Palmer, our earliest local historical 
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source, says, at page 140-141 in his History, “In 1783 Jacque Rous 
(sic) emigrated from Canada and settled at Rouses Point.”  
 
French’s Gazetteer of the State of New York of 1860, at page 237 
note 4, says Rouses Point is “Named from Jacques Rouse, a 
Canadian, who settled here in 1783.” French on the same page later 
uses Palmer as a source for another note. He had access to Palmer 
and it might be assumed he got the 1783 date from him. 
 
Coolidge in his The French Occupation of the Champlain Valley from 
1609 to 1759 of 1938, and in the 1999 reprint says at page 109 
that “Jacques Rouse established his home on the site of the present 
village (Referring to Rouses Point) in 1753.” His note 86 is at the 
end of this sentence and refers to Reid’s 1910 Lake Champlain and 
Lake George, page 7 as the source for that information.  
 
Nothing about Rouse is at page 7 in Reid. However, at page 302 
Reid writes “Rouses Point at the head of the Richelieu was named 
for James Rouse, a Canadian who settled there in 1788.” Later at 
page 335 he says “From French’s Gazetteer of 1860 I cull 
additional information. Rouses Point is named for Jacques Rouse a 
Canadian who settled there in 1753.” Reid either misread the 1783 
date or it is a printing error. Regardless, the 1753 date is incorrect 
since the source Gazetteer uses the date of 1783 as noted above.  
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Others, notably the Sullivan and Martin A History of the town of 
Chazy have a highly detailed analysis of the movements of Jacques 
Rouse between his joining the American Army in Canada in 1775 
until his death in about 1820 or 1822. Their research and resultant 
dates are based upon more recently located records not available to 
Palmer. At page 45 they write about Rouse that “He was born about 
1752/3…In 1775 Rouse joined the American forces in Canada…” 
and later “In 1787 Jacque Rousse (sic) had a family of four in the 
Canadian Settlement. He was a warden in de la Valiniere’s church 
and remained in what is now Chazy until about 1793, when he 
moved nearer the Canadian border.” 
 
We have dates of 1753, 1783, 1788 and 1793 for Jacques Rouse 
settling in Rouses Point. The 1753 date is a provable error or 
misprint.  It is also a problem since Rouse was born about that year. 
The 1783 and 1788 dates do not agree with the more recently 
discovered historical record. Sullivan and Martin’s account seems to 
be very well researched and leads me to believe the earliest date for 
Jacque Rouse to have moved from Chazy to a home in what was to 
become Rouses Point is circa 1793. 
 
Conclusion: Jacques Rouse most likely built a home and settled in 
what was to become Rouses Point circa 1793, not 1783 or 1788. 
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WILLIAM GILLILAND’S HOUSE, NEAR THE LAKE SHORE AT THE 
SALMON RIVER, IN THE FUTURE TOWN OF PLATTSBURGH. 

 
An historic marker just south of the Salmon River on Route 9 says it 
is the “Site of ‘Possession House’, erected Sept 10-13, 1766 by 
William Gilliland. First Home raised by a European settler in the 
Town of Plattsburgh and Clinton County.” 
 
Where does William Gilliland appear in the historic record and what 
does that record say about him? 
 
References to Gilliland about this time are in the Willsborough 
Town=Book (sic), a journal kept by William Gilliland, or Will as he 
called himself, started in 1765 and continued into the 1790’s. The 
original is in the Plattsburgh Public Library.  It is in his journal that 
we find the story of Gilliland’s September 1766 settlement on the 
Salmon River at Friswell Patent. The journal is also available in a 
book as transcribed and annotated by Fuller Allen, and edited by 
David Martin, published in 1997, titled The Journal of William 
Gilliland. 
 
The Friswell Patent encompassed 2000 acres at the mouth of Mill 
Creek now know as the Salmon River. It was set out and surveyed 
for John Friswell, late a Lieutenant in the British Navy at the 
reduction of Quebec in 1759, by order of the Province of New York 
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on May 6, 1765.  This large tract of land made up the southeast 
corner of what is now the Town of Plattsburgh. 
 
Will was a merchant in New York City with dreams of manorial land 
holdings. He immediately bought the Patent from John Friswell 
August 7, 1765. The original of this deed is also in the Plattsburgh 
Public Library. Will settled it in September of 1766 just a little over a 
year after he, with his band of mechanics, farmers, craftsmen and 
domestic help, had settled Willsborough in what became Essex 
County. 
 
This settlement at Salmon River occurred eighteen and a half years 
before Charles Platt first arrived in March of 1785 to settle in what 
was eventually to become the City of Plattsburgh. Platt settled on 
the lands previously owned by De Fredenburgh which had been 
taken away from him by New York State as a result of his being a 
Tory or supporter of England during the American Revolution. 
 
It is informative to again relate the story of Gilliland’s September 
1766 settlement on the Salmon River at Friswell Patent with data 
taken from his written journal. 
 
On September 2, 1766, Will traveled from Willsborough to Fort 
George at the south end of Lake George to meet a group coming 
north from Albany.  This illustrious company, or Congress as Will 



 15 

called them, included Governor Henry  Moore of New York Province, 
General Carleton the Governor of Quebec Province, Philip Schuyler 
a prominent Albany politician and land owner, Robert Harper acting 
as astronomer, Charles Fredenburg (sic) previously a Captain, and 
others.  
 
Will was invited to join the Congress and provided his bateau for 
their transportation to Crown Point.  They then took a sloop north 
down lake to survey and set the border of New York and Quebec 
Provinces at the north end of Lake Champlain. While with this 
Congress, Gilliland and De Fredenburgh apparently argued about the 
extent of De Fredenburgh’s intended land claims in the area. Will 
had purchased the Friswell and Stuart Patents just a year earlier. On 
September 6th, he forewarned De Fredenburgh against trespassing 
on his lands opposite Valcour Island and claimed members of the 
Congress as his witnesses. This was a very serious warning carrying 
legal consequences and done in front of the most important men of 
the British provinces of New York and Canada. 
 
On the night of the 7th Will dined with the party on board their sloop 
in Button Mold Bay near the Vermont shore.  The next day he left 
the party and headed across lake to his settlement at Willsborough 
arriving at about 1:00 am on the 9th.  He mustered four of his men 
early on the morning of September 9th, 1766 and headed north 
down lake to the Friswell Patent. They were all armed. His four men 
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were left at the mouth of the Salmon River where they erected a 
“Possession House” on the south bank just west of the mouth of the 
river. 
 
Will left the construction to his men and rejoined the Congress out 
on the lake.  The house was completed on September 13th, 1766 
while the completion of the sun sightings necessary for the boundary 
line survey were delayed by rainy weather until completed by the 
20th of September. 
 
Since De Fredenburgh was with the Congress on the lake and on 
his first visit to this area, Will’s “Possession House” or cabin must 
be the first structure erected by a European settler within the bounds 
of the present Town of Plattsburgh.  
 
Where else does Gilliland’s 1766 cabin appear in the record? 
 
As previously stated, Peter S. Palmer’s seminal work History of Lake 
Champlain 1609-1814, first published in 1853, is the “Bible” for later 
historians. Palmer noted at page 79, in discussing the settlement of 
De Fredenburgh on the Saranac, that De Fredenburgh's nearest 
neighbors were John La Frombois (sic) in Chazy and William Hay 
and Henry Cross at Friswell's Patent opposite Valcour Island.  
 
If Hay and Cross living on the Friswell Patent are De Fredenburgh’s 
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nearest neighbors to the south, as Palmer states, then they must be 
living in the “Possession House” or cabin as he called it, since there 
are no other houses between them, and the cabin is on the extreme 
southern edge of the Friswell Patent. 
 
Both Hay and Cross are noted in Gilliland’s journal as later engaging 
(renting) land from Gilliland in the Friswell Patent area. No other 
house is noted in the Friswell Patent until circa 1798.  
 
But Palmer, in his 1871 article in the “Plattsburgh Republican titled 
“Northern New York Historical Society Papers” - paper “one “, 
claimed the “Possession House” or 1766 cabin was never occupied, 
that it was not lived in and was left empty, thus implying De 
Fredenburgh was the first European settler to build and live in the 
Plattsburgh area. It would have been highly unlikely Gilliland would 
have left the cabin unoccupied to be burned by Indians or 
marauders or occupied by someone else. In making the argument 
Palmer in effect admits and confirms that the Gilliland cabin was 
there in 1766.  
 
No proof of Palmer’s assertion that it was never occupied has to 
date been furnished or found. Palmer references Watson’s 1863 
Pioneer History of the Champlain Valley pages 40 and 133 for 
proof. Neither of these or any other pages in Watson made this 
claim. Such a claim contradicted what Will was attempting to 
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accomplish by rushing from the Congress on the lake and hurriedly 
building the cabin or “Possession House”.  
 
It contradicted the written requirement for settling a Patent “of as 
many families on that tract as shall amount to one family on every 
thousand acres thereof” and cultivation of portions of the tract, all to 
be done within three years of the grant.  It also contradicted what 
Will was accomplishing down in Willsborough, the value settlers 
placed on housing on this frontier of civilization, and common sense 
since a vacant structure would have been destroyed.  

 
Gilliland’s tenants in Willsborough lived in crude shelters or tents 
when they first arrived, then moved into houses as soon as they 
could be built.  These houses were nothing more than rough cabins 
built from lumber cut at the 1766 Willsborough saw mill, or shipped 
north from the sawmill at Ticonderoga and logs hewn from the local 
forests. The “Possession House” was probably of the same 
construction since four men had erected it in three days.   
 
Will’s “Possession House” stood from 1766 until sometime between 
October 1776 and May of 1779 when the British burned all 
settlements in the Champlain Valley in the Revolutionary War period 
including those of De Fredenburgh on the Saranac and La 
Framboise near the lake at Chazy.   
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Conclusion: William Gilliland’s “Possession House”, on the south 
bank of the Salmon River in the future Town of Plattsburgh, was 
built in September of 1766 and was occupied by Gilliland’s young 
tenants William Hay and Henry Cross. 
 
 
WILLIAM HAY’S HOUSE, ON THE LAKE SHORE NEAR SILVER 

STREAM, IN THE FUTURE TOWN OF PERU. 
 
Where does William Hay appear in the historic record and what does 
that record say about him? 
 
As we have seen in the earlier discussion of De Fredenburg and 
Gilliland, William Hay has appeared many times in the record. He is 
in Gilliland’s journal and in Palmer’s History. We have him living in 
the 1766 cabin with another young man named Henry Cross on the 
Friswell Patent in what would become the Town of Plattsburgh. They 
lived there from 1766 until some point in the future when they either 
moved or were driven out in the early days of the American 
Revolution when the area became a war zone.  
 
In Gilliland’s journal, at page 75, Hay had moved south by June of 
1775 to a farm in the Stuart Patent in what was to become the 
Town of Peru. Palmer in his History does not mention when Hay 
moved from the 1766 cabin southward to the Stuart Patent nor does 
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Gilliland.  
 
French in the 1860 Gazetteer of the State of New York writes at 
page 236, in talking about the Town of Peru and specifically Peru 
Landing, “The first settler was Wm. Hay, a Scotchman, who located 
upon Stewart’s Patent in 1772.” Hurd in his 1880 History of Clinton 
and Franklin Counties, at page 339 also in discussing the history of 
the Town of Peru, writes “William Hay, a Scotchman, was the first 
white man who attempted to settle within the present limits of the 
town. He located on Stewart’s Patent, opposite Valcour Island, in 
1772…” Note that the interchangeable use of “Stuart” or “Stewart” 
occurs often even in the original deed. 
 
What would have prompted William Hay to move out of the cabin in 
1772 and to build his own home on the Stuart Patent? In a letter by 
William Gilliland to a friend in New York City dated January 20, 
1773 he tells about the marriage on January 16th in Willsborough of 
Mr. William Hay to Miss Elizabeth Williams. This letter appeared in 
the New York City newspapers The New-York Gazette and the 
Weekly Mercury of March 27, 1773. Hay may have been preparing 
for his marriage and the arrival of his wife, the 1766 cabin being too 
small and inhabited by Henry Cross. 
 
Conclusion: With no contradictory record or data, I accept the circa 
1772 as the settlement date for William Hay on the Stuart patent in 
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what was to become the Town of Peru. 
 
 

SUMMARY 
I have analyzed the five contenders for earliest European settler in 
Clinton County and, based on this, offer the following as my opinion 
of their respective settlement dates in order of settlement: 
   

1766 
William Gilliland’s “Possession House” on the shore of Lake 
Champlain near Salmon River in what became the Town of 
Plattsburgh was erected September 10-13 of 1766 and 
occupied by William Hay and Henry Cross. 
 
1768 
Jean LaFramboise’s house on the lake shore in what became 
the Town of Chazy was erected on lot 72 in Dean’s Patent in 
1768 and occupied by La Framboise. 
 
1770 
Charles De Fredenburgh’s house near the shore of Lake 
Champlain on the Saranac River in what became the City of 
Plattsburgh was most probably erected in the summer of 1770 
and occupied by De Fredenburgh.  
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1772 
William Hay’s house on the shore of Lake Champlain near 
Silver Stream in what became the Town of Peru was erected 
circa 1772 and occupied by Hay. 
 
1793 
John Rouse’s house, on the lake shore in Rouses Point was 
erected circa 1793 and occupied by Rouse.     
 

Interestingly, William Hay is the first resident of both the Town of 
Plattsburgh and of the Town of Peru.    
 
In the period between Hay’s house in 1772 and Rouse’s in 1793 
several others had arrived, built homes and started making a life in 
Clinton County. 
 
Should this analysis withstand the critique of present historians 
would it not be appropriate, indeed necessary, for the City of 
Plattsburgh and the Town of Chazy to correct their historic markers?  
 
Perhaps the Town of Peru would consider raising a historic marker 
to honor its first settlers:  William Hay in 1772 joined by his wife 
Elizabeth Williams Hay in 1773?
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