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THE SAX-GILLILAND-DAY HOUSE 

 

THE OLD STONE HOUSE ON THE NORTH CORNER OF  

ROUTE 9 AND THE SOUTH JUNCTION ROAD, 

PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

 

By: David Glenn 

November 22, 2008 

 

 

KEITH BUYS THE PROPERTY FOR A BLAST FURNACE 

William Gilliland, Jr., the son of the pioneer settler, transferred the twenty acres 

this house sits on in the south end of the 2000 acre Friswell Patent to Alfred Keith in 

1809. The sale price was five hundred dollars for the vacant land. 

 

Keith, who had married Hannah Drury, erected a Blast Furnace at the mouth of the 

Salmon River in 1809. He operated it over the next several years with various 

partners or operators such as Wood, Luther Drury, Elisha Clark, and Jacob Sax 

while retaining the title to the land. All of these men may have been related by 

marriage. 

 

By the 1811 Assessment Drury was part owner; and Keith and Wood were principal 

owners of an 18½-acre lot and furnace in the Friswell Patent, no house was listed.  

Elisha Clark first advertised the furnace in blast in the 1813 Plattsburgh Republican.  

 

THE WAR OF 1812 INTRUDES 

Jacob Sax, earlier spelled Saxe, married Rowena Keith, believed to be a sister of 

Alfred Keith, in 1812. Tuttle’s local history Three Centuries in the Champlain Valley 

states: At the beginning of the war of 1812, Jacob (Saxe) removed his merchandise to 

the storehouse at Chazy Landing, and on the approach of a large force of British, took 

the same on bateaux to Orwell, Vt., where the only sister of the Saxe brothers cared for 

them.  

 

JACOB SAX APPEARS AND BUILDS THE HOUSE 

Tuttle continues: The war over, there was a short period spent in Chazy before 

removal to the mouth of the Salmon river (Port Gilliland) where he built a blast 

furnace, sawmill, dams, charcoal kilns, etc., employing forty men.  

 

Contrary to Tuttle, Sax first appears connected with the Keith Blast Furnace in 

1818 or early 1819. The 1819 Plattsburgh Republican carried a notice that the 

furnace was run by “Keith and Sax”. 

 

According to a Sheriff’s sale, Sax occupied the 20-acre lot in 1821 but Keith 

redeemed the property, indicating Keith was still the owner. It is believed to be 

about this time that Jacob Sax built the present stone house.  
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Alfred Keith, and his wife Hannah, then living in Sheldon, Vermont transferred the 

property to Jacob Sax in 1822 for the sum of $3,300.  

 

THE HOUSE 

Unknown master masons, carpenters, and cabinet makers built this finely crafted 

two and a half storey limestone structure circa 1820. The stone came from nearby 

quarries that were operating at the time. It has eleven rooms including a large 

parlor on each side of the main hall. As with other old stone residences the window 

sills are deep with wood trim painted white. It has a cavernous cellar, ten or more 

feet deep and an original plank door with the inscription J. Sax written in a flowing 

hand presumably put there by the owner.  

 

WIPED OUT BY A FRESHET 

The Sax’s occupied the house circa 1820 until 1830 when disaster struck in the form 

of a flood on July 24, 1830.  This freshet, as floods were then called, took out the 

blast furnace, water wheel, dam, forge and all of his other buildings near the river. 

Tuttle wrote: The freshet of 1830 swept all these buildings and dams into the lake, but 

the stone dwelling which he built still stands.  

 

The Sax’s soon moved on with their lives not by rebuilding at Salmon River but by 

moving to the Town of Willsboro. Jacob and his wife Rowena sold the Salmon River 

property in 1832 to Saquezs of New York City for the sum of five hundred dollars.  

 

A TIME OF TURMOIL 

Jacob Sax still had a mortgage on the property of $2,000 to James Porter.

In 1834 Porter foreclosed. It was settled by selling the property to Robert Platt in 

1834. Platt kept the property only two years and four months before transferring it 

to Charlotte Platt in 1837. Charlotte apparently soon ran into financial difficulty 

and was foreclosed by Sheriff Sheldon who sold the property in 1843 to Knox and 

Whitlock of Troy.   

 

From the time of the Saquezs purchase in 1832 until 1845, ownership of the 

property was in constant turmoil.  It is unknown who lived in the house during these 

twelve and a half years.  

 

GILLILAND’S AND CONFUSION 

Knox and Whitlock sold the property in 1845 to a Trustee for Mary Gilliland, wife 

of William Gilliland, the third of that name.  This William Gilliland was a grandson 

of the pioneer settler and was often in financial difficulty. He had a son, Henry 

Gilliland, who became a successful attorney and well known local Judge. 

 

His uncle, William Gilliland, Jr., son of the pioneer settler, lived just north of this 

house and the Salmon River in the Old Gilliland Homestead. After his death, the 

Homestead was owned by his son Henry Gilliland who was a farmer.  
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Talk about confusing. Trying to straighten out which William or Henry you are 

talking or writing about has caused much confusion in the historical record and 

certainly to anyone reading this article. 

 

William and Mary Gilliland’s lived in the house from 1845 until they too ran into 

financial problems and the property was taken from them by court action in 1880. It 

was purchased by the mortgage holder, Mutual Life Insurance of New York, in 

1881. 

 

DAY’S 

Mutual Life sold the house and 20 acres to Cyrus Day later in 1881. Unfortunately, 

Cyrus did not live long after this and his estate sold the property on behalf of his 

infant children to their older brother Frederick Day in 1884. 

 

Fred married Mary Gilliland, the daughter of Henry Gilliland, the farmer, in 1885 

and she moved into his home. Fred died in 1926 and Mary continued to live there 

until she died in 1947.  

 

This house had a Gilliland connection from 1845 to 1880 and again through Mary 

Gilliland Day from 1885 until 1947.   

 

DAVIS’S TO THE PRESENT 

After Mary Day’s death in 1947, the property reverted to their children who 

eventually sold the property to Carl and Natalie Davis in 1958. This wonderful old 

stone house remains in the Davis family to this day. 
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CONCLUSION:  

 

There is nothing in the record to indicate a date earlier than 1820 for the 

construction of the house other than the Everest book at circa 1810, which is not 

based on any ascertainable proof. There is nothing in the record to indicate that 

anyone else other than Jacob Sax was the original builder. References to earlier 

years on County assessment cards do not hold any historic significance according to 

the person, Mr. James Bailey, who worked in that office and is now the City of 

Plattsburgh Historian.  

 

On the contrary, there are considerable proofs in the record by census, assessments, 

deeds, advertisements, local histories and newspaper articles for the 1820 time 

frame and for Jacob Sax as the original builder.  

 

In the end it is concluded based upon the preponderance of evidence that the SAX-

GILLILAND-DAY HOUSE WAS BUILT BY JACOB SAX CIRCA 1820. 

 

 

 

 


